PALMYRA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING

Thursday September 3, 2009

8:00 A.M. 

Palmyra Eagle Community Center

Meeting was called to order by Chamber President Kathy Walters at 8:07 a.m.

Roll Call:  Rick Ball, Laurie Mueller, Kathy Walters, Terry Burrington – present. 

Also present:  Paul Oehrke, Lori Garlock, Kelly Anderson, Mr. & Mrs. Klatt, Debbie Ball, Ron Binning, Marie Koch and Wendy Lucht

Approval of Minutes:  August 6, 2009 meeting minutes were approved as presented on a Ball/Garlock motion.  Carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  Motion by Laurie Mueller, second by Wendy Lucht to accept the August report as presented.  All ayes-carried.

Business:

1. Ron Binning with Binning & Dickens Insurance out of Whitewater spoke, giving the Chamber information on an Insurance Co-op that other local Chamber’s in Green, Jefferson, Walworth, & Rock Counties have gotten into.  It is a WPS network that covers our area. The cost to the Chamber to be in the Co-op is $200 per year and they have to be in the Co-op for anyone to get the insurance benefits.  If an individual wants to get on the plan they must be a member of the Chamber that is in the school district where their business is located. The cost for an individual to get an insurance quote would $150.  Eagle persons could join the Palmyra Chamber because that is the school district and it has to be a Jefferson County Chamber.  The person(s) need to make a 3 yr. commitment to stay with insurance.  There will be a learning session on Sept. 8th at Randy’s Supper Club, Deb Ball is unable to attend but will get the information and hand out materials so she can update us.  Motion by Terry Burrington to have the Chamber Officers review the materials and other information after the learning session on Sept. 8th to see if this is something that the Chamber would be interested in participating in, second by Mueller.  Motion carried.

2. Terry Burrington reported that the circus was a hit.  There were approx. 500 who attended the first show and 480 for the second show.  After all of the bills are paid we made $383.91.  Motion by Terry would like to have $250 go to the Palmyra Park & Recreation Dept. and the rest towards the Chamber’s scholarship fund, second by Kathy.  Motion carried.  Paul Oehrke asked Laurie Mueller for some clarification on how the funds are handled for the Rec. Dept. as he was told that any money left goes back into the Village’s General Fund account.  Mueller explained that the Rec. Dept. has their own accounts and if there is money left over in their budget as a whole (expenses vs. revenues) that is earmarked for the Rec. Dept. and kept track of by the Village Auditor.  Mueller went on to explain that just because one sport has money left that it does not get to stay in that sports individual account if the entire budget went over and that’s where a lot people are confused.  That being said the Chamber will give the Rec. Dept. money for a specific item when Bill Lean requests something.

3. Kathy Walters talked about “Career Day” that was in the planning for this Fall at the High School.  She said that the day her and Karen Klatt met, Bruce Gunderson was unable to make it, so the 2 ladies did some brainstorming.  Kathy also said she spoke to the President of the Eagle Chamber of Commerce and she thought that Eagle businesses would possibly be interested in participating also.  Kathy doesn’t think this is going to take place this Fall but rather they are shooting for Spring 2010.  Kathy, Karen, & Kelly will be meeting with Bruce again to go over a plan.  Karen Klatt also mentioned that Sept. 20th is the Crop Walk to raise awareness for the hungry and homeless.  This takes place in front of the High School if anyone is interested in participating.

4.  Terry reported that the Chamber’s website homepage has been changed slightly.  There will be agendas and minutes available.  Ruthann Mueller and Nathan will be featured on the site.  Nathan is still doing a good job.  Also we have requests to have our Chamber book mailed out to people which Terry takes care of.

5. Saturday Jan. 30th at 3:00 p.m was the date chosen for the Chamber’s “Holiday Gathering”.  This year it will be at Hot Rod Bar & Grill.  We hope to have as good of a turn out as last year.

6. Oct. 24th was set for the day to put up the Holiday lights on the downtown trees.  Anyone interested in helping should meet at 9:00 a.m. in front of Sheppard’s Carpet store.  Laurie will contact the High School to see if there are any students that would like to earn volunteer hours and help us do this.  If the weather is bad, the following weekend, Oct. 31st  will be the rain date.  There will be lunch offered at Hot Rod Bar & Grill afterward.  

Any Other Business: The next meeting will be Thursday Oct. 1, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. at the Community Center again.  

Everyone should keep thinking about the Christmas Parade, do we want to decorate 4 wheelers for the parade.  Rick Ball will talk with Mary Squire from the Lioness Club to see if they would be interested in doing a night parade with lights.

Someone asked if Trick or Treating would be on Oct. 31st this year as it is normally done on a Sunday.  Laurie Mueller thought that yes it was on the 31st.  Does the Chamber want to do something for the parade or Halloween?  Will discuss it at the next meeting.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m. on a Laurie Mueller/Rick Ball motion.  All ayes-carried.
