PALMYRA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

MEETING MINUTES

December 3, 2009

8:00 A.M. 

Palmyra Community Center

Meeting was called to order by Chamber President Kathy Walters at 8:05 p.m.

Roll Call:  Laurie Mueller, Kathy Walters, Terry Burrington, Rick Ball –present

Also present:  Kelly Anderson, Paul Oehrke, Lori Garlock, Karen & Peter Klatt, Mike Temple, Ruthann Mueller, Marlene Frehner, Bruce Gunderson.

Treasurer’s Report:  Motion by Ruthann Mueller, second by Lori Garlock to accept the November Treasurer’s report as presented.  All ayes-carried.

Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Terry Burrington, second by Kelly Anderson to approve the Nov. 5, 2009 meeting minutes with a correction to the time the meeting was held to be 8 am not 7 pm. All ayes-carried.

Business:

1. Marlene Frehner was present representing the local Food Pantry.  She passed out some statistics on the pantry and the usage is continuing to increase.  She explained that because of the rising costs they are only able to be open 3 days a month vs. their regular 4 days and they have had to cut back on the amount of food given out.  There is an income level that recipients are to be at or below to receive food pantry items but there is no one actually checking, however they have found a couple incidents of fraud recently that reported to the Police Dept. They distributed 55 turkeys and Thanksgiving baskets.  Some of the food items are government commodities, other items are purchased through cash donations, and food drives.  Glen Schrank is a very important person that helps the food pantry and shops for them.  Local businesses have made very generous donations, which are a big help for the pantry.  They are in need of volunteers to help at the pantry.  The pantry is open the 1st & 3rd Thursdays from 6-8 p.m and the 2nd & 4th Thursday 10-noon.  Geraldine Omdoll started the food pantry over 35 years ago in a small closet.   Motion by L. Mueller, second by Terry Burrington to donate $250 to the food pantry.  Carried.  Also there could be a short note go in with the Chamber member renewal letters talking about the food pantry. 

4. Bruce Gunderson from the Palmyra Eagle High School talked about the progress that has been made concerning “Career Day” on March 24th at 8:30 a.m.   There was a sample letter that Gunderson had that will go out to local businesses asking them for their participation.  He hopes for approx. 30-40 businesses to participate.  
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The students will have a “passport” that they get stamped at each booth they go to.  The Chamber will also put this document in with our renewal letters.  The Career Day letter will be on PE School stationary.  There will be a meeting on this project Wed. Dec. 9th @ 7:00 pm at the High School.

2. Election of Chamber Officers took place.  This will be for a 2 year term beginning in Jan 2010.  Motion by L. Mueller, second by Kathy Walters to nominate Rick Ball as Chamber President.  Rick accepts the nomination.  Motion carried.  Kelly Anderson volunteers to be Vice President.  L. Mueller motion, second by Burrington to nominate Kelly Anderson as Chamber Vice President. Carried. Motion by Ruthann Mueller, second by K. Walters to nominate Lori Garlock as Chamber Treasurer.  Carried.  Motion by R. Ball, second by Ruthann Mueller to nominate Laurie Mueller as secretary for another term.  Motion carried.

3. Discussion on putting a float in the parade from the Chamber.  It was decided that we would meet on Sat. at 10:00 a.m. to decorate a snowmobile trailer for the parade.  

5.
Everyone thought the downtown lights look great.  Jackie Sheppard said that the Hardware store would give us a discount on lights for next year if we would like her to purchase some.  That was agreed on.  There is a small tree near St. Matthews Church whose lights are half lit.  We will look at this when we get a chance.

Any Other Business:  Mike Temple offered to take over maintaining the Chamber’s website as Nathan Giese has gotten very busy and doesn’t seem to have time to make our necessary changes.  He will get paid the same as Nathan did and said he can literally make our changes as soon as we request them as he is near a computer almost all of the time.  This will go on the next agenda for an official vote, but in the meantime Terry Burrington will contact Nathan and let him know.

Our next meeting will be here at the school again.  Rick will fill out any necessary paperwork with the school for any future meetings.

Jackie Sheppard thought it would be nice if the Chamber put an ad in the newspaper telling everyone to shop locally to help promote keeping business in the Village.  Everyone agreed that would be a good idea.

There being no other business L. Mueller made a motion, second by Ruthann Mueller to adjourn at 9:12 p.m. 

